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INTRODUCTION 
 

The following report includes the responses received from the 2020-21 State of the Schools Address and 

Public Focus Group held virtually on January 14, 2021 combined with a survey sent to Fargo Public 

Schools patrons after the event. The survey was available to Fargo Public School stakeholders from 

January 14, 2021 until January 31, 2021. Overall, feedback was collected from 260 individuals, either 

through the survey or from their attendance at the State of the Schools Address and Public Focus Group.  

 

Fargo Public Schools patrons were invited to attend a virtual State of the Schools and Public Focus 

Group event that was held on January 14, 2020. The event was held virtually due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. The State of the Schools Address was recorded prior to the event and available to participant 

registrants. The address was also played at the start of the event on January 14. After the State of the 

Schools Address, attendants broke out into virtual discussion groups led by School Board members and 

administrators to discuss the questions sent to attendants in advance. A facilitator was assigned to all 

discussion groups, who helped guide the conversation and provided a link to participants to record their 

input on the questions asked.  

 

The attendance at the virtual event was lower than prior years’ events, with an even higher number of 

pre-registered participants who chose not to attend during the synchronous portion of the event. Based 

on the lower participation, administration recommends continuing to host this event in-person, when 

possible. Additionally, administration decided to send the questions asked in the Public Focus Group via 

a survey to FPS patrons through the district’s newsletters and social media channels, allowing a larger 

sample of data to be collected. 

 

Due to the limited attendance this year and the new format, an event satisfaction survey was not 

distributed to attendants as previous years. Most of the attendants at the virtual State of the Schools 

Address and Public Focus Group Event were Fargo Public Schools employees, so event satisfaction data 

would not be as helpful.  

 

The Fargo Public Schools holds the State of the Schools Address and Public Focus Group annually. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF PUBLIC FOCUS GROUP RESPONSES 
 

The review of the focus group responses was conducted by administration. Below is the question 

response data. 

   

 

Public Focus Group Questions Topic 1 – Inclement Weather Days 

Question #1:  If FPS is allowed to use distance learning to count for instructional time, should FPS use 
a distance learning model on days of inclement weather? 

 

Data: 

 
The data shows that an overwhelmingly large percentage of respondents favor utilizing a distance 

learning model on inclement weather days. As a result of changes due to COVID-19, Fargo Public 

Schools remains confident in its ability to provide both devices and Internet access for all students in 

need moving forward. Therefore, should the opportunity to provide distance education continue through 

legislative action during the 2021 legislative session, Fargo Public Schools will utilize this data to 

explore the possibility of providing a meaningful learning experience via distance learning on inclement 

weather days.  
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Question #2:  If FPS uses a distance learning model on days of inclement weather, should the 
Calendar Committee continue to build in school make up/snow days in the school 
calendar?  

Data: 

 
The data shows that a large percentage of the respondents believe that if distance learning will be used 

on days of inclement weather Fargo Public Schools should no longer build in snow days in the school 

calendar. If the 2021 legislative session allows districts to utilize distance learning on inclement weather 

days in the future, Fargo Public Schools will utilize this survey data and work with the Calendar 

Committee and Board of Education to consider the need to build in or not build in snow days in future 

FPS calendars.  
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Public Focus Group Questions Topic 2 – Instructional Time 

Question #1:  To provide opportunities for educators to work collaboratively to discuss and monitor 
student learning and to create interventions and extensions to ensure all students 
succeed, which option of the following school schedule modifications would you 
support? 
 

  Option 1: Early dismissal (two hours earlier) once a month.  

• What day of the week works best for a two-hour early dismissal? 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

o Example: All students would end the school day two hours 
earlier than the normal dismissal time on a day during the 
first full week of each month. 
 

  Option 2: Late start (two hours later) once a month.  

• What day of the week works best for a two-hour late start?  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

o Example: All students would start school two hours later 
than the normal start time on a day during the first full 
week of each month. 

 

Data: 
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Over 65% of the survey participants indicated that if Fargo Public Schools were to modify school 

schedules (once a month) to provide opportunities for educator collaboration, they would prefer an early 

dismissal versus a late start. Additionally, over 60% of the survey participants indicated that should a 

monthly early dismissal be included in future calendars, the preference would be to do so on Fridays. 

However, it is worth noting that of the 260 participants who responded to other survey questions, 179 

responded to the preference of days on early dismissals. This data will be used by administration and the 

Board of Education for consideration for future schedule or calendar modifications.  


